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protection in 2021

In Mauritania, 42% of the population lives below the poverty line, and the majority of the population is young,
with nearly 60% under the age of 25. This situation forces many children to work as domestic servants, the
majority of them girls. These children are often victims of exploitation and physical and sexual violence. The
country is also affected by food insecurity. Terre des hommes (Tdh) implements activities to strengthen the
protection system and to help child migrants or young people in conflict with the law.

Our intervention
Children and youth in migration
We train social workers of the Association of Women Heads
of Households on how to identify children in mobility and to
offer them appropriate care. We support community
organisations to individually accompany child victims of
abuse, exploitation and violence. Awareness-raising among
families and community leaders encourages child protection.
Tdh also helps young people and women to start business
activities that provide them with an income and improve their
living conditions.

Access to justice
In collaboration with the authorities and the community, we
strengthen the judicial system, the positive practices of
customary justice as well as the prevention of radicalisation
and violence. We train social workers of the Association of
Women Heads of Households for accompanying and guiding
children in conflict with the law, victims and witnesses, as
well as women who have suffered gender-based violence.
This enables them to get access to their rights and to justice.

Mother and child health
We train medical staff to take care of pregnant women,
mothers and children under 5 years old. Our teams promote
the awareness of the mothers to the needs of their children.
Tdh rehabilitates or builds care centres for the treatment of
children suffering from malnutrition.

Specialised care
Through our specialised care programme, we organise the
transfer to Europe of children from disadvantaged families
who cannot be given surgery locally. Frequently suffering from
cardiac disease, they get consultations and surgery thanks to
our partnership with Swiss hospitals. After a period of
convalescence, they return to their home countries, where
medical follow-up is assured by our local partners, and the
children are given support during their school reintegration.

More information : https://www.tdh.ch/fr/our-interventions/mauritania

Hoping to provide Fatou with opportunities for the
future, her parents sent her to work for a
Mauritanian family as a domestic servant.
However, the situation quickly deteriorated. Fatou’s
employers began abusing and beating her.
Fatou
a former domestic servant

Tdh in Mauritania
Beneficiaries in 2019: 22,237 people
Expatriate/national staff : 2/22
2020 budget: CHF 1,629,998.Programme locations: Nouakchott, Nouadhibou, Rosso, Zouérate

With your donation we can for example:

CHF 30.-

CHF 35.-

CHF 100.-

provide school supplies
for a child in conflict
with the law

treat a child suffering
from severe
malnutrition with
complications

provide materials for
job training for a child
affected by migration
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