Specialised care
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country in 2018

Terre des hommes (Tdh) arranges for disadvantaged children, particularly children suffering from heart defects, to
be transferred to Europe for medical treatment or surgery. We also provide care for children in their own country
and training for local doctors.

Our intervention
Surgical operations in Europe
Tdh arranges for disadvantaged children to be transferred to
Europe (Switzerland, Spain and France) when they cannot be
operated on in their country. These children are often suffering
from heart disease and are treated and operated on in one of
our partner hospitals. Each year 250 children benefit from this
programme. Once they have fully recovered from their
procedure, they can return home. One of our local partners
then provides follow-up care to ensure that they remain in
good health. Terre des hommes is the European leader in this
field, carrying out over 40% of medical evacuations in Europe.
Convalescing at “La Maison” in Massongex, Switzerland
Before and after being hospitalised, children receiving
treatment in Switzerland are cared for at La Maison, a
children’s care establishment in Massongex. There they are
supervised, comforted and looked after by professional teams
made up of teachers and medical staff. If the children are
under the age of two, they are either cared for by foster
families or directly at the hospital. Each year, more than 200
children of a dozen different nationalities are looked after at
La Maison

More information : https://www.tdh.ch/de/specialised-care

Surgical missions
Each year, Tdh teams up with the Swiss university hospitals to
organise surgical missions abroad. These missions greatly
benefit the host country as they provide doctors with the
chance to learn new techniques and skills by attending
seminars and conferences. They also have the possibility of
carrying out an internship in selected Swiss hospitals. These
missions significantly improve the care available to children
locally and promote medical transfers between countries in
western Africa rather than to Europe.

Fatoumata arrived at Geneva international airport
from Mali, calm and extremely happy to continue
on her “journey towards life”. She has suffered
from heart problems since birth and had to drop out
of school to move close to a hospital.
Fatoumata
first Malian child to receive specialised care in
Switzerland

TDH projects in Specialised care
Countries of intervention: Senegal, Guinea, Mali, Morocco, Mauritania, Benin and Togo.
In 2018, 227 children were transferred to Europe, mainly to Switzerland, for surgery.
Senegal: 2018 was the second year of operation of the CUOMO centre for paediatric surgery. 173 children were
operated on. 129 by local teams in complete autonomy, 44 by Terre des hommes missions, as well as a Canadian
mission.
Switzerland: About ten foster families were hired in 2018 to support us in the care of children under two years of age.

With your donation we can for example:

CHF 50.-

CHF 200.-

CHF 1000.-

Give a child a blood test

Treat a child for one
month

Give a child a plane
ticket to be transferred
to a Swiss hospital
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More information : https://www.tdh.ch/de/specialised-care

